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DUTY OF THE GOVERNMENT
Gandhiji said that some friends from Mianwali
had seen him during the day. They were worried about
their friends left behind. In this way thousands upon
thousands were still in various places in Pakistan. The
friends from Mianwali told him that they were afraid
that those who were left behind might either be for-
cibly converted, murdered or starved and the women
abducted. They asked if it was not the duty of the
Union Government to protect them. It was the same
story from other parts. Gandhiji agreed that it was the
duty of the Government to give protection to those
who looked up to it or resign, It was for the people to
strengthen the hands of the Government.
There were two ways of protecting the minorities
in Pakistan. The best way was that Quaid-i-Azam
Jinnah and his ministers should inspire the minorities
with confidence as to their safety so that they might
not have to look to the sister dominion. It was up to
the Pakistan authorities to keep the vacated properties
in trust for the evacuees. Surely, there should be no
forcible conversions nor abductions. Even a little girl,
Muslim or Hindu, should feel perfectly safe in the Union
or in Pakistan. And there should be no attack on any-
one's religion. In democracy the people could make or
mar the Government. They could strengthen it or weaken
it. Without discipline they would be able to achieve
nothing.
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